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Good morning. My name is Beatriz Preciado and I am a member of the Indiana Undocumented 

Youth Alliance, better known as IUYA. Today I come to you not just as a woman, but as an 

undocumented, Latina woman who is UNAFRAID. My family came to the Unites States when I 

was 6 years old. We have lived here in Indianapolis for almost 17 years and for that reason I 

consider this to be my home. In 2012, I was able to obtain a work permit and temporary status 

thanks to the executive action known as DACA, which was signed by then president Barack 

Obama.   

This past year, it has been very difficult not to feel a sense of fear and restlessness upon hearing 

all the anti-immigrant rhetoric delivered by the new president. That is why I come to say to 

everyone that is here today, that feels that same fear and restlessness, that YOU ARE NOT 

ALONE. Whatever the actions taken by the new administration, we must remember all the 

sacrifices made by our families and use that as motivation to continue to move forward. Do not 

allow fear to push you back into the shadows. Instead, let us use that fear as a driving force to 

organize and mobilize. Although the future of our communities may be uncertain, we must create 

a movement that is inclusive. We must not allow any labels and categorizations created by 

politicians over the course of the years divide us.  

To the allies of the undocumented community, I ask that you stand in solidarity with us. 

Remember that YOU HAVE A VOICE. Use it to speak out against any and all injustice directed 

at our community. Hold your elected officials accountable for their actions and ask that they 

fulfill their role of serving all of their constituents through legislation, policies, and practices that 

protect undocumented immigrants and other marginalized groups. I want to invite you all to join 

our movement. Now more than ever we NEED the support of all of you who are here legally, 

who are U.S. citizens, to advocate and stand alongside us.  

Lastly, I’d like to remind you all that WE ARE HERE. We will continue to be here. And today, 

we are here UNDOCUMENTED and UNAFRAID.  


